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(612) 296-2358

July 20, 1983

Chairman, House A*^iropriations Cdimittee 
and

Oiainnan, Senate Financse Ocraaittee

Dear Sirs:

to MirmeMto Laws of 1«>81 Regular Session, Chapter 359 
vision 6 (e), I am herewith transmitting to * 

you the progress rt?«rt of the Department of Education's 
l-lunag^t Information Systems. This report covers the 
period January 1, 1983 through June 30, 1983.

If you have any questixans regarding the contents of this 
report, please do not hesitate to contact me.

SLicer^y,

D?>. Rirra E. RAMJAU, 
Cumissioner of L.jca'Jon
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Sjjto'E DEPAiroOfr CF BXXyiTION DgORMATICW SYSTEM (SDE-IS)

Mucation Infonration Systan (SDE-IS) has been rtxxiified
Nutrition, TVsaciirLicens^, ^oid Care, and the Data base Elenent Dictionary. In addiHrm on

increased their usage of the systans repcrt^atSgl^SSitr ^ 
to conduct their cwn inquiry and to c^jerate their ov.n appUcaS^.

^>ecifically, the follcwing modifications have been made:

Om^NirrRiTICN SYSrm - ihe develocrent effort was corplebed and the s-/ston 
placed into operation under budget. Qroerienre with the firsf f<v«» ru ...i ^

ranSllSlsThll!" systan. Hu. na> systan also has enSsivacapabiliues that were not available in the old systan.

t£V^ - Ex^iye changes and additians v«re made to the system to reflect 
current legislation. Uie LEVY calculation process was completed as required.

ASSKM^ aWMARY »ORIX - Extensive use has been made of the 
supply the S3E, the legislature, and the University of Minnesota 

ccnceniLnq districts' professiSal stafff^Tte 
^ included in the capabilities of the r«nux

■_?* a^ysis and design effort to transfer the ocrolete 
Lioeraim and Assigrrant Validation processes frcn ISB to the 

SDE^ is wen 2erway. This effort will bring the complete licensing 
Sai!^ approximately January 1984, assignment processing^

<3es^ and approval phases for the development of an 
on-1^ system to monitor and fund Child Care programs have been conpleted.

apprw^of the project has been received. The system and^ project 
lSMctSr*l?*i983*^ pa:^^ts beginning with the federal fiscal

V^JYnoi^ ETt^ON'S USE CF SDE-FIN DfllA - The programs and procedure have
^ Vocational EaucatSSti^L^^

ar.-F» systOT. Hus process eliminates the requirement that Vocational 
Ed. Jtion collect financial data ind^jendent of SDE-FIN data coUectlon efforts.

mraa^ELEMEOT DICnaWRY (DBED) - Ihe database elenent dictionary has been 
developedijylamented, and is now available for use. The staff has standardized 

tiie^ta elements in the SDE-IS databases and has entered the
a this development effort ii

the SDE data re.lew process through the Data flcquisiticn

DOCttgwianoN

^ the D^Jartmmt organization surrounding the SDE-IS have been 
critJ^ized t»ioe because of a perceived lacdc of docunentation of the SDE-IS 

A effort duri^ t^ past year was to ocpplete aU systems 
^a^taticn ^ is new 82 percent completed. Lch of the

desOT^on of each program and each system has a user 
manual blowing how to use the systan.

remaining on the manuals includes the periodic "reality* testljw of 
documentation and writing manuals for those systems which stiU have developmental

7.
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vnrk renaining.

HXC?CC3-SVrER TBggOLCX7^

ciatabatie nanagement st/svjts, clectrordc spraad sheST^and/ 
or ward processing has been provided to 174 staff in the past i'ear and a haJf.

1C Departnent has 20 microcorputers, a ratio of I to
microcorputers have been ordered or vd.ll be ordered 

wrsen the statevnde acinmistrative raicrocanputer contract is in effect.
data MMOGSMCTT

^ ^ ^ SDE-IS by the t^islative Auditor, the reccnnerdaticn that
the D^artment acquire a octmetcially available data dictionary was further 
s&^ed ^ Arthur Young and Caipany who concluded that the Departeient develop 
Its cwn data dictionary. ^

TJie system <^ign ard irrplerentation v»as conpleted by Education Data Systans 
^ early March the data definiticri process initiated. Of the 3,621 
da^ elements v^hicdi have been identified for definition, 900 have been 
eliminated and the remainder have been included in the data dictionary.

By October 1983, the system will provide the capability to identify the data 
elanents as they are used by various carputer programs. This will show which 
c^to programs will be affected by any change in data elerent def nitions 
and vrLll identify those report programs which use the data element.

By March 1984, a kev' word index will be available for persaos needing unfoma‘_i.&.- 
to search through the database and identify those data elements vrtvicdi w«ll 'jeet 
their needs.

l^ing FY1983, the Department established a Data Acquisition Review Ccrrdttee 
(PARC) cdvarged with the responsibiUty to review and reccrrond approval/ 
d^pproyal of proposed data collection activities. Of the 96 forms v»hi<* have 
been revievrd, 42 have been approved for this year and targeted for modification 
ne^ year. IVenty-one viere substantially modified to use the financial data 
coUected through the ESV finance system. Five data collection activities were 
n>t approved. Ihe DAHC membership consists of five school district personnel and 
four Department staff.

Ihe Department's need for student and staff data has been reviewed during this 
past year. A list of data collected has been ocmpiled. Hiis list will be 
reviewed and refined into a final draft by Decatter 1983.

MExr MMacagyr infc»maticm services (mexx-mis)

^ MEPC Management Information Services (MIS) Division provides adninistrative 
data processing and management infornation services vihich support the statevdde 
Elanentary Secondary Vocational Information System (ESV-IS). Three major 
Wlication systems ocmprise ESV-IS: Finance (ESV-FIN), Eersonnel/PayroU 
(ESV-^), and Student Support (ESV-SSS). The direction of each appUcation area 
is guider by advisory teams oorpriaed of representatives fron each of the seven 
car^uter service regions statewide.



p i»»S “
and tda de«Iop:^t of S^SSoS^

Fuiance Systan consists of 148 progrcits

^ ^ ej.Ok->r enhancement requests or pnablaa
of those «ro tcsolved. In^^, “eSS^tely

Tie*WB?p-» i:2f responding to telephone raqSts. ^T.ie 1982-93 mcxiifications to ESV-Fm include: ^

” Accounting, Auditir^, and Financial Reporting
S^SitST^^ resulted in more timely and accurate aSSng^

’ ^conversion processing frcni user dimensions to Uniform

" ^ efficiency in extracting database information for reporting

~ 2 ’̂^^ ^ ^tonated Annual Financial Report (AFR) pick up programs to 
^ ^ State Department of Ediic^tion (sbEwS?i2

School Financial Management function (SFM) as well as the sch^di^icts.

(ES/-PPS) - The existing 2.0 version of ESV-PPS 
^tains no programs and nearly 500,000 lines of eerie. Ihis versSn^ '

^ ^ /Jvisory Tern and only critical maintenance 
was pe...m^. T^efcre, the Personnel/Riyroll Tteam was released to work 
in concert vdte the tuo metropoUtan regions, toward the develoownt of a ’ 
replacOT^t fersonrel/PayroU Versi m 3.0. The new personnel system was

netropoUtan regions (TIES) and wUl r^ire ^ 
rodi^tion prior to incorporation into PPS. Cerponents of ^To ^ion

- TVo hundred fifty (250) projected progra 
payron programs have bem oonpleted. in totel, of vhi<di 50

- milliOT (1,000,000) projected lines of code and 1,500 projected data 
elements of which 200,000 lines and 900 data elanents have bSn^lSd.

- The 42 data sets ocraprising 3.0 have been conpleted.

- Ad^tionally, a major enphasis has been placed on the develoonent of PPS 
3.0 user docunentation, and training sessions.

Fiac^ year 1<*84 and 1985 funding priorities have a pull ha/»v frnnfurther developient of Vtetsion 3.0. a Puii back from

CESV-SSS) - The Student Support Systan received 
o^y minimal maintena^ support during FY1983. An initial evaluatirm of

^ existing systems available froa connercial vendors and school districts which meet their^eeds. Bec^



°" ^ nuinfrare copp-itz^
^ the systans on ruicrocoiputers, therefore, future

mputtir

o^AA^4iiwLi^^ Cl xa

TBOMG\L ^/ras - Ttechnical Sendees supported the application de%'»loarent 
^ace ^ corputer was used as the inter-

ADHZNISTOO’IVS mCROCOMPLTER SCFPWARE

alrro!l^LSf?^‘^4.J!^® ^ microcomputer was used to lijik to theHurro^ itauifr^ ^ the regional centers, new software as listed below has been
centmSaSfSJ^^Srf” “t * «3i<=r^l

1.
developed at fCCC allows the user to

naSS°S^sSL^^^ sr;^
uses in a classroom or office setting.

2. MIOWXHiVrER PAYROUi - The micr

written for the system. This sy^tan allows---r --------—^ WCU J

a s<*ool district to pay up to 180 employees.
3.

RaCICNAL SUBSIDIES

^Itotal biennial appropriations 
Tbtal amount of recisions 
Met available to regions

$8,268,000

$1,197,428

$7,070,572

Regional payments:

ESV Region I (Moorhead) 
ESV Region II (Duluth)
ESV Region III (St. Cloud) 
ESV Region IV (Marshall) 
ESV Region V (Han)cato)
ESV Region VI (KETRO II) 
ESV Region VII (TIES

$954,838 
$827,176 
$997,684 
$926,127 

$1,088,862 
$912,769 

$1,363,U6

TOTAL
$7,070,572

1

"P “ ‘■^'X> 1,000 ««tors/
^toners, a^ 1,000 transactions per accounting period. One of the unique 
features of this system allcws for cheddjig of aooount codes so that flnauice 

toansnitted directly to the State Department of Education.

accounting and to report data to the Department either through fh® r-gional 
ooiputer center or directly to the Departnent. regional



51,500,000 tor
™2!-t„Si^of1SSS?i1.‘g ™“ tunas ^ „t o«„ acciasa, ti»

ESV Region I (Moorhead) 
ESV Region II (Duluth)
ESV Region III (St. Cloud) 
ESV Region IV (Marshall) 
ESV Region V (Mankato)
ESV Region VI (METRO II) 
ESV Region VII (TIES)

TOEftL

$490,750

$425,136

$512,771

$475,993

$559,633

$469,123

$700,559

$3,634,000


